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August 11, 2026 

RE: Community Impact Statement For Council File 25-0916 —Interim Control Ordinance 
/ Tobacco, Nicotine, and Related Products / Prohibition of Establishment or Expansion / 
Operations Near Sensitive Uses  

Position: SUPPORT  

The Watts Neighborhood Council SUPPORTS the actions associated with Council File 25-0916 
and Ordinance No. 188977 establishing interim land-use controls addressing Smoke & Vape 
Shops and related tobacco retailer permits within Council District 15. 

Watts NC recognizes tobacco-retailer concentration and youth exposure as matters of public 
health, land-use equity, neighborhood quality of life, and environmental justice. Communities 
already experiencing cumulative environmental and economic burdens should not have to wait 
until potentially harmful land-use patterns become entrenched before preventative action is 
taken. 

We thank Councilmember Tim McOsker and the Council District 15 Office for advancing a 
districtwide response and encourage the City to use the interim period to establish equitable 
permanent regulations addressing retailer concentration, proximity to sensitive receptors, 
enforcement, youth exposure, and meaningful community participation. 

We further encourage the City to examine conditions specifically within Watts and other 
historically underserved CD15 communities and to incorporate Neighborhood Councils, youth, 
schools, faith institutions, public-health organizations, local businesses, and residents into the 
development of permanent standards. 

Preventive land-use planning is environmental justice. 

The Watts Neighborhood Council supports protecting our communities while simultaneously 
advancing commercial corridors characterized by healthy, locally serving businesses and 
economic opportunities that improve community well-being. 

 

    



 
In Service, 

 
Jacquelyn Badejo   
Chair, Watts Neighborhood Council   
info.wattsnc@gmail.com 
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